MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
which not only was the North-East Passage navigated
for the first time, but also a wide knowledge was gained
of the northern coast of Siberia.
Since NordenskjokTs time it has been an almost
invariable rule for scientists to accompany Arctic ex-
peditions, or indeed that these should be carried out
expressly for the purpose of solving some scientific
problem. European scientists began to take a greater
interest in Arctic questions; thus in 1881 we had the
first 'International Polar Year', in which a number of
countries sent expeditions to the Arctic, in order to obtain
correlated, simultaneous meteorological observations
from all the regions round the Pole. Of these Polar
Year expeditions the one led by the American Greely
to Smith Sound is the best known, on account of its
disastrous ending. Owing to bad ice conditions the relief
expeditions arrived too late, and only a handful of men
were saved, after appalling sufferings. Greely's account
is perhaps the most tragic document in nineteenth-
century polar history.
It would take too long to relate more of the enter-
prises of this period. A single name stands out, because
it is that of a man in whom were combined the best
qualities of an Arctic explorer: a keen scientific brain, a
great gift for organisation and a steadfast and heroic
strength of character.
Fridtjof Nansen had already become famous through
his journey across the inland-ice of Greenland in 1888.
He now worked out a theory of the currents in the polar
sea, and in order to test it evolved a brilliant plan.
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